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Welcome Message

European Japan Experts Association

The European Japan Experts Association (EJEA) in cooperation with the Institute for Security
and Development Policy (ISDP) are cordially welcoming you to this unique conference!
At present a number of initiatives and networks in Europe support cooperation and
exchange with Japan not only in the fields of science and research but also in the fields of
economy, industry, and policy. Especially, the funding and support systems on European as
well as on national levels are diverse and complex.
This situation poses new challenges for the European Japan Experts Association (EJEA). After
20 years of existence, EJEA is an interdisciplinary and international association with a
European profile and open to experts from academia, government and industry. EJEA aims
to strengthen connections and cooperation between different disciplines, between science
and industry, theory and praxis, senior and junior experts from Europe and Japan in order
to shape the future.
The current situation also makes demands on the Institute for Security and Development Policy
(ISDP), which is dedicated to the understanding of international affairs, focusing on the
inter-relationship between security, conflict, and development. This requires not only a
continuous updating of relevant networks and channels of information, but also a realistic
view of how challenges continuously change, both in content and urgency. ISDP holds
firm to the conviction that an understanding of international affairs requires a deep and
comprehensive knowledge of the culture and history of regions and countries under study,
and continuous interaction with a broad cross-section of these societies.
You may ask yourself, why have the organizers picked-up a megatrend such as
“digitalization” and linked it with the rather conservative topic “society” for this conference?
Combining current, innovative trends with traditional value is the Japanese way to deal with
new situations – and from a European perspective, it is quite worth to take a closer look
into: The Japanese vision “Society 5.0” clearly states, that digitalization is not only about
IT and robots! It places the human being into the center! We welcome you to get first hand
and interdisciplinary insights into the role of human beings and social aspects in the future
digital world! The aim of the conference is to transfer and to transform experience as well
as know-how from the past and presence into innovations for designing the future based on
science and technology.
2

Integration and Disintegration in the Japanese Vision of Society 5.0: A Model for an Open Society in Europe?

This conference is the first of a new series of events initiated by EJEA. Sweden has been
chosen as location, since this year, 2018, marks the 150. anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between Japan and Sweden by concluding a “Treaty of Friendship,
Commerce and Navigation” in November 1868. Only three years later, the Iwakura Mission
arrived also in Sweden and visited industrial sites, schools and the National Museum. The
Iwakura Delegation was granted an audience with His Majesty King Oscar II and afterwards
concluded in their report: that the “Previously barbaric and brutal warrior Swedes had now
become civilized, brave, and strong”.
Since then, the relationship between Japan and Sweden has been developed further: His
Majesty King Carl Gustaf travelled to Japan frequently and also the Emperor of Japan
visited Sweden two times. Also, on political, economic, and cultural levels a very active
community in Sweden is supporting friendly relations with Japan.
Meeting at Yasuragi – a venue with a sophisticated, Japanese atmosphere, unique in Europe –
underlines the exclusive character of this conference.
Our gratitude goes to the supporters of this conference: the Japanese Embassy Stockholm,
the Japan World Exposition 1970 Commemorative Fund of the Kansai Osaka 21st Century
Association, as well as the University of Graz.
Last but not least, our sincere thanks for you, keynote speakers, workshop organizers and
participants – without your effort and contributions this conference would not be possible
and successful.

On behalf of the European Japan Experts Association:
Dietrich ALBERT
Chairman

Sabine GANTER-RICHTER
Executive Manager

Anders TÖRNVALL
Executive Member

On behalf of the Institute for Security and Development Policy:
Niklas SWANSTRÖM
Director of ISDP

Lars VARGÖ
Head of ISDP Stockholm Japan Center
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Program
Friday | April 13, 2018
11:30 Registration
12:00 Lunch-Buffet
13:00 Opening and Welcoming remarks
Dr. Niklas Swanström, Director, Institute for Security and Development Policy (ISDP)
Dr. Lars Vargö, Former Swedish Ambassador to Japan, Head of ISDP Stockholm
Japan Center
Prof. Dr. Dietrich Albert, Prof. Dr. Anders Törnvall and Ms. Sabine GanterRichter, European Japan Experts Association (EJEA)
13:20 Dr. Anne Haglund-Morrissey, Directorate General Research and Innovation at the
European Commission:
“EU-Japan Cooperation in Research and Innovation”
14:00 Dr. Yuko Harayama, Executive Member, Council for Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI), Cabinet Office (Japan):
“Society 5.0 – Since its Inception to Today”
14:40 Coffee break
15:10 Dr. Irene Ek, Senior Digitalisation Analyst at the Swedish Agency for Growth Policy
Analysis (Sweden):
“Unlocking the Transformative Power of Digital Technologies – Digital Maturity in
Swedish Firms”
15:50 Prof. Dr. Ulrike Schaede, Director of the Japan Forum for Innovation and Technology
at the UC San Diego (USA):
“Japan in the Digitalization Disruption: How Government, Business and People
Embrace Artificial Intelligence, the Internet-of-Things, and the ‘Connected Society’”
16:30 Enjoy Onsen and Recreation Facilities at Yasuragi
19:00 Conference Dinner and Networking

Saturday | April 14, 2018
09:00

Prof. Dr. Heinz-Dieter Kurz, Graz Schumpeter Centre, University of Graz (Austria):
“How Smart Machines Transform the Economy. Economic Opportunities and Risks
of New Technologies”

09:40 Prof. Akira Ninomiya, former Vice President of Hiroshima University and former
President of Hijiyama University (Japan):
“New Trends of National Curriculum Changes and Revisions to Prepare the Young
Generation for the Future Changing Society of Innovation, Globalization and
Digitalization”
10:20 Dr. Lars Vargö, Former Ambassador of Sweden to Japan, Institute for Security and
Development Policy (Sweden):
“Speak Softly and Carry No Sticks – Japan’s Smart Power”
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Program
11:00 Coffee Break
11:30 Parallel Workshops
Workshop 1: Robots for a More Human World
Organizer:
M.Sc. Adam Hagman, Robotdalen ABB and Mälardalen University (Sweden)
Workshop 2: Psychological and Pedagogical Aspects in Ongoing Digital
Transformation
Organizers:
Prof. Dr. Gisela Trommsdorff, Department of Psychology, Faculty of Sciences,
University of Konstanz; Research Professor at German Socio-Economic Panel
(GSOEP) at the German Institute for Economic Research (DIW), Berlin; President
of the German-Japanese Society for Social Sciences (GJSSS) (Germany)
Prof. Dr. Masashi Urabe, Associate Professor, Institute Comparative & International
Education, Faculty of International Studies, Hiroshima City University (Japan)
Workshop 3: Japan in a New Security Environment
Organizers:
Dr. Lars Vargö, Former Swedish Ambassador to Japan, Institute for Security and
Development Policy (ISDP) (Sweden)
Dr. Niklas Swanström, Director, Institute for Security and Development Policy (ISDP)
(Sweden)
Workshop 4: How to Develop the Economic System for the Future Global Digital
Society?
Organizer:
M.A. Stella Sophie Zilian, Research Associate, Graz Schumpeter Centre, University
of Graz (Austria)
Workshop 5: Knowledge and Communication Management for a Harmonic
Global Digital World
Organizers:
Prof. Dr. Tomoko Kojiri, Faculty of Engineering Science, Kansai University (Japan)
Dr. Nguyen-Thinh Le, Lecturer in Computer Science Education at HumboldtUniversität zu Berlin (Germany)
Prof. Dr. Kazuhisa Seta, College of Sustainable System Sciences and Graduate
School of Science, Osaka Prefecture University (Japan)
12:30 Plenum
13:15 Farewell Remarks
13:30 Lunch and Time for Informal Meeting and Networking with EJEA and ISDP

16:00 – 18:00

EJEA Members Meeting (Closed Session)
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Dr. Niklas Swanström
Contact: nswanstrom@isdp.eu
CV
Dr. Niklas Swanström is Director of the Institute for Security
and Development Policy, and one of its co-founders. He is
a Fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute of the Paul H. Nitze
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS); Nonresident Professor at Sichuan University; and a Guest professor
at LeShan Normal University. His main areas of expertise are
conflict prevention, conflict management and regional cooperation; Chinese foreign policy
and security in Northeast Asia; the Belt and Road Initiative, traditional and non-traditional
security threats and its effect on regional and national security as well as negotiations. His
focus is mainly on Northeast Asia, Central Asia and Southeast Asia.
Dr. Swanström has authored, co-authored or edited a number of books, including: Eurasia’s
ascent in Energy and geopolitics, Sino-Japanese Relations: The need for Conflict Prevention and
Management; Transnationell brottslighet: ett säkerhetshot? (Trans-national Crime: A Security
Threat?); Regional Cooperation and Conflict Management: Lessons from the Pacific Rim and Foreign
Devils; Dictatorship or Institutional Control: China’s foreign policy towards Southeast Asia.
Academic Record
Uppsala University, Ph.D. degree in Peace and Conflict Studies | Sweden, 2002
Uppsala University, Licentiate degree | Sweden, 2001
Majoring in International Law and Conflict Resolution
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy/Harvard Law School | U.S.A., 2000
Masters in Law and Diplomacy
Uppsala University, Master’s degree | Sweden, 1996
Majoring in Peace and Conflict Research
B.Sc. in Social Science | Sweden, 1996
Majoring in Peace/conflict and Economic History
Current positions
Institute for Security and Development Policy, Director | Sweden 08-2007 to present
Currently the Director for ISDP. ISDP is an independent think-thank based in Stockholm.
NIKAB Consulting, President | Sweden 01-2017
Asian affairs and negotiations
Sichuan University, Non-resident Professor | China, 04-2015 to present
Primary focus is on security in Chinas western regions and among its neighbouring states.
LeShan Normal University, Guest Professor | China, 06-2016 to present
Primary focus is on security in Chinas western regions and the Belt and Road Initiative.
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Prof. Dr. Dietrich Albert
Contact: dietrich.albert@tugraz.at, dietrich.albert@uni-graz.at
http://cognitive-science.at/team/dietrich-albert/
Phone: +43 316 873 30630, Mobile: +43 664 73663043
Prof. Dr. Albert is currently
(a) Professor em. at the University of Graz (Faculty of Sciences,
Department of Psychology, Cognitive Psychology and
Neuroscience),
(b) Senior Scientist at the Graz University of Technology
(Faculty of Computer Science and Biomedical Engineering, Institute of Interactive
Systems and Data Science) chairing the Cognitive Science Section (CSS, http://cognitivescience.at), and
(c) Key Researcher at the Know-Center GmbH, Austria’s leading research center for big
data analysis and data-driven business.
He graduated from the University of Göttingen (Germany) with a degree in Psychology (Dipl.Psychol.). His Doctor Degree (D.Sc.) and his postdoctoral degree (Habilitation) he received from
the University of Marburg/Lahn (Germany). He was Professor of Experimental Psychology at
the University of Heidelberg (Germany), and Professor of Psychology, Head of Department of
Psychology and Lead of Cognitive Science Section at the University of Graz (Austria).
Prof. Albert has been Research Fellow at Kyushu Institute of Technology (3 months), Visiting
Professor at Hiroshima University (12 months) and Visiting Lecturer at Osaka Prefecture
University (1 month). Currently he is chairing the European Japan Experts Association (EJEA).
Until recently Dietrich Albert was the Chair of the Scientific Advisory Board and the
Board of Trustees of the Leibniz-Center for Psychology Information (ZPID), Germany; he cofounded scientific associations, e.g. the Wilhelm Wundt Society (Germany). His research
topics cover several areas in cognitive science; his current research focuses on (a) knowledge
and competence structures and their technical applications in different fields, (b) human
decision processes in the context of technical support of security measures and smart cities,
and (c) evaluation of adaptive systems. He is (co-)editor of several books on knowledge and
competence structures (published by Springer-Verlag and by Lawrence Erlbaum Ass.), and
(co-)author of about 200 publications in reviewed journals and proceedings volumes (http://
cognitive-science.at/publications/alphabetical-list/).
Dietrich Albert’s expertise and that of his interdisciplinary team Cognitive Science Section
(psychologists, computer scientists, mathematicians) in European and National R&D&I
projects are documented by numerous successful co-operative projects e.g. GRAPPLE, 80Days,
TARGET, ROLE, ImREAL, NEXT-TELL, GaLA, CULTURA, INNOVRET, RECOBIA,
weSPOT, MERITS, S-HELP, LEA’s BOX, VALCRI, RAGE, OMFix, CODALoop (http://csskmi.tugraz.at/research/projectvis/tagcloud.html). Combining Cognitive Science and Information
Communication Technology is the focus of research and development in these projects.
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Prof. Dr. Anders Törnvall
Fårskinnsvägen 16, 58666 Linköping, Sweden
Phone: +46 1329 5121, Mobile: +46 708 370430
Contact: Anders.G.Tornvall@telia.com
2009
2000

1988
1982 –

1982
spring 1996
spring 1986
1974 – 75
1970

Associate Professor, Nordic Institute of Asian
Studies, Copenhagen University
Full Professor, Department of Humanities,
Intercultural Communication Mälardalen
University, Västerås
A s s o c i a t e P r o f e s s o r, D o c e n t Pe d a g o g i c s,
Linköping University
Director of the SWETECH-program (Swedish Technology in Foreign
Countries) (China, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Indonesia, Taiwan) Linköping
Institute of Technology, Linköping University,
Doctor of Philosophy, Ph.D.
Visiting Professor, Meiji University, Tokyo, Japan
Visiting Scholar, Harvard University, U.S.A.
Visiting Lecturer, University of Lancaster, U.K.
Visiting Lecturer, Concordia Teachers College, III. U.S.A

Assignments
2014
Temporarily assigned to Swedish Television documentary
2004 –
Temporarily assigned to European Science Foundation
2004
Temporarily assigned to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Latest published research work
• Co-author of the book: Managing Across Cultures – issues and perspectives, International
Thomson Business Press, London, 1996
• Asiens Dolda Ansikte Djup- Dynamik-Demokrati, Carlsson Förlag, Stockholm 2006
Fields of Teaching at Linköping Institute of Technology, Linköping University
• Networking in Asian countries
• Asian Leadership, Leadership Strategies in Multicultural Teams
Fields of research / Projects
• Papers in Business Culture presented at conferences in U.S.A, Australia, Japan,
Germany, U.K. China (Guangzhou and Hong Kong), France, Norway, Eritrea, Korea,
Canada Denmark, Finland etc.
• Work motivation and work ethics in the industry – a comparative study in Japan, U.S.A.
and Europe Technicians’ attitude to humanism and social science
Memberships
• European-Japan Expert Association (EJEA), Member of the Executive Committee
• Head of the Department of Japanese Studies with the Master of Science programme in
Industrial Engineering and Management-International, Linköping University
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Sabine Ganter-Richter
Contact: ganter@network-for-science.net
Wurzerstr. 136, 53175 Bonn, Germany

Education
1994

University of Bonn, Germany
Diplom-Übersetzer (translator) Japanese
Diplom-Übersetzer (translator) Korean

Professional Career
Since 2010

Network for Science, Owner

10.2008 – 12.2009

German Research Foundation (DFG), in charge of cooperation with
Japan and Korea

08.1994 – 09.2008

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Bonn Office

1993

Tutor for Korean, University of Bonn, Germany

1995 – 2015

Teaching Korean, University of Bonn, Germany

Since 1994

Translation Japanese/Korean

German

Memberships
Since 2016

European Japan Experts Association e.V.
Executive Manager

Since 2015

OAG Deutsche Gesellschaft für Natur- und Völkerkunde Ostasiens

Since 2013

German-Japanese Association Bonn (DJG Bonn)
1. Chairperson
Member since 1990

Since 2011

Japanese-German Business Association (DJW)

Since 2008

German JSPS Alumni Association
Member of the Board, Public Relations
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Dr. Anne Haglund-Morrissey
Contact: anne.haglund-morrissey@ec.europa.eu
Senior Policy Officer, Directorate General Research and
Innovation at the European Commission

CV
2008 –

Senior Policy Officer, Directorate General Research and Innovation at the
European Commission
1998 – 2008 Associate Professor, Linnaeus University
2001 – 2004 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), Political Sciences, The University of Hull
Anne Haglund-Morrissey is an experienced Senior Policy Officer with a demonstrated
history of working in the government administration industry. Skilled in politics, policy
analysis, political science, European law, and European politics. Strong product management
professional with a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) focused in political science from the
University of Hull.
Publications (selection)
Haglund Morrissey, Anne (2016), ‘Swedish Development Cooperation Policy’ in Swedish Politics
and the European Union, eds. Silander & Öhlén, Santérus Förlag, Stockholm
Haglund Morrissey, Anne (2008), “Conceptualizing the ‘new’ Northern Dimension: A
Common Policy based on Sectoral Partnerships”, Journal of Contemporary European Studies,
Routledge, Volume 16, No 2, 2008
Haglund Morrissey, Anne (2008), “Transforming an EU Foreign Policy Initiative into a
‘Shared Policy’ of Equal Partners”, Humanitas Journal of European Studies, Vol. 2 Issue 1,
June 2008
Haglund Morrissey, Anne & Silander, Daniel (eds.) (2007), The EU and the Outside World:
Global Themes in a European Setting, Växjö University Press
Interests and Recent Activities
EU-Japan Innovation, Science and Technology Cooperation
EU and Japan Economic Partnership Agreement
Horizon 2020 (research and innovation funding program) and cooperation with Japan
EU-Japan Strategic Partnership in Research and Innovation
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Dr. Yuko Harayama
Contact: yukoharayama@gmail.com

Abstract of Keynote:
“Society 5.0 – Since its Inception to Today”
In its 5th Science and Technology Basic Plan (2016–2020), Japan launched a new concept,
namely “Society 5.0,” as a way by which to guide and mobilize action in science, technology
and innovation (STI) to achieve a prosperous, sustainable, and inclusive future that is,
within the context of ever-growing digitalization and connectivity. Several actions have been
initiated under this flagship concept by the Japanese government as well as by the private
sector.
Where we are today in Japan? Is this concept reserved to Japan or could be shared by other
countries as a driver to better shape our society?
My intervention will be an invitation to think together about our common future.

CV
Dr. Yuko Harayama is the former Executive Member of the Council for Science and
Technology Policy, Cabinet Office of Japan. She is the former Deputy Director of the
Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation, OECD. She is a Legion D’Honneur
recipient (Chevalier), and was awarded honorary doctorate from the University of
Neuchâtel. Previously, she was Professor in the Department of Management Science and
Technology at the Graduate School of Engineering of Tohoku University. She holds a Ph.D.
in education sciences and a Ph.D. in economics, both from the University of Geneva.
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Dr. Irene Ek
Contact: Irene.ek@tillvaxtanalys.se
Senior Digitalisation Policy Analyst at the Swedish Agency for
Growth Policy Analysis

Abstract of Keynote:
“Unlocking the Transformative Power of Digital Technologies – Digital Maturity in
Swedish Firms”
The transition towards a digital economy changes the way companies do business.
Executives in every sector face a large array of digital opportunities. To understand the
structural impact of digital technologies and the changing nature of competition in the
digital economy, it is important to consider the digitalization journey that Swedish industry
has embarked on. To better understand the deepening impact of digital technologies,
the Swedish Agency for Growth Policy Analysis (Growth Analysis) has explored digital
maturity in firm sizes and sectors.

CV
Dr. Ek is Senior Digitalisation Policy Analyst at the Swedish Agency for Growth Policy
Analysis where she focuses on public policy to foster digitalisation, growth and innovation.
She recently managed a ministry assignment on digitalization throughout the economy,
leading to the report Digital maturity in Sweden. Previously, Dr. Ek worked as Policy
Analyst at OECD in Paris under the Directorate for Science, Technology and Innovation
where she managed a project on R&D and Innovation in services (INNOSERV). Prior to
OECD, she worked as Senior Programme Manager for Innovation in the Service Society
at the Swedish Innovation Agency, where she specialised in all aspects of digital service
research. Her policy-oriented competence has been proven during numerous international
assignments as expert and project manager. Dr. Ek was appointed to the European
Commission’s expert panel on Service innovation, and she currently holds the position of
innovation expert to the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. Dr. Ek has
been appointed member to several board of directors and she holds a Ph.D. in Management
from Stockholm University.
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Prof. Dr. Ulrike Schaede
Professor of Japanese Business
School of Global Policy and Strategy
University of California, San Diego
Contact: uschaede@ucsd.edu
http://gps.ucsd.edu/faculty-directory/ulrike-schaede.html

Ulrike Schaede is Professor of Japanese Business at the
University of California San Diego, School of Global Policy
and Strategy (GPS), and Director of JFIT, The Japan Forum of Innovation and Technology,
at UC San Diego. Her area of expertise is Japanese business organization, strategy and
management. Her core research interest is to analyze and juxtapose different systems of
capitalism and ways of organizing business, in order to identify the social and economic
efficiency consequences of these differences; her mode of exploration is to study in great
detail the institutions and mechanisms of Japan’s business and political economy. In
particular, she has looked at Japanese corporate strategies in light of Japan’s financial market
organization, regulation and government-business relationships, corporate governance and
takeovers, antitrust, employment practices, innovation policies and entrepreneurship.
Schaede has published five books, 22 peer-reviewed articles in academic journals, 33 book
chapters, two HBS case studies, and 12 academic book reviews. She is the author of a highly
acclaimed op-ed series of ten installments published in Japan’s leading business weekly, Nikkei
Business Online, in 2014-15, under the title “What is Great about Japanese Management”. On
average, the pieces in this series attracted more than 100,000 unique page views each.
Schaede holds an M.A. from Bonn University, and a Ph.D. from the Philipps-Universtät
in Marburg, Germany. She has spent a total of more than nine years of research and study
in Japan, and is currently working on a book on the strategic repositioning of Japan’s most
successful companies. Schaede is trilingual (English, German, Japanese). Schaede is a member
of the Board of Trustees, UC San Diego Foundation. She also holds several academic
advisory board positions, including Vice Chair at the German Institute for Japan Studies in
Tokyo, and the Institute of East Asian Studies at the University Duisburg-Essen, Germany.
In Japan, she is an Advisor to INCF, “the Innovation Network for Co-Creating the Future” at
Mitsubishi Research Institute, and to “LINK-J”, a Tokyo-based biotech incubator.
At the Stockholm conference, Schaede will deliver a keynote speech titled “Japan in the
Digitalization Disruption: How Government, Business and People Embrace Artificial
Intelligence, the Internet-of-Things, and the ‘Connected Society’ ”. She will analyze the
role and stance of the leading governmental players, business associations and private
organizations in the usage as well as portrayal and shaping of new technologies. She finds
that while the language used to plan the future is often highly optimistic, in reality Japan is
often far behind in terms of adopting new AI, IOT and cybersecurity technologies.
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Prof. em. Dr. Heinz D. Kurz
Department of Economics and Graz Schumpeter Centre
University of Graz
RESOWI-Centre EF
Universitätsstraße, 8010 Graz, Austria
phone: +43 316 380 3444
Contact: heinz.kurz@uni-graz.at
https://homepage.uni-graz.at/de/heinz.kurz/

Abstract of Keynote:
“How Smart Machines Transform the Economy. Economic Opportunities and Risks of
New Technologies”
The paper deals with the effects of what is frequently called the “Fourth Industrial
Revolution” on the economy and society. This revolution is first compared with previous
waves of technical change to stress its characteristic features. Artificial intelligence leads to
learning machines, whose efficiency and productivity reflects feedback loops that engender
strongly increasing returns that are internal to the firm. This in combination with network
effects entails a tendency towards monopolization. At the same time the fourth industrial
revolution will lead to substantial displacement effects and the emergence of a new form of
the putting out system. The process of “creative destruction”, to use Schumpeter’s concept,
raises the problem of how to bring about a fair and just distribution of its costs and benefits
and ward off the dangers of Big Brother.
CV
Heinz D. Kurz is Professor emeritus of Economics at the University of Graz and founder
and from 2006-2013 chairman of the Graz Schumpeter Centre. He studied Economics
and Political Science in Munich, wrote his PhD thesis in Kiel and in 1977-1978 he was
a Visiting Fellow of Wolfson College, Cambridge. In 1979 he was appointed to a Chair
in Economics at the University of Bremen. In 1988 he joined the University of Graz. In
1990-1991 he served as Theodor Heuss Professor in the Graduate Faculty, New School
for Social Research, New York. He held numerous visiting professorships in many
countries worldwide. His main fields of research are: the theory of production, capital,
income distribution, technical change and innovation, economic growth and the history
of economic analysis. He received several prizes and awards, including the Main Prize
of the Austrian Academy of Sciences in 2002. In 2014, he was appointed to a Honorary
Professorship at Nanjing University. He served as the President of the European Society for
the History of Economic Thought and several other societies. He has published numerous
papers and books, several of which have been translated into other languages. He has been
the Managing Editor of Metroeconomica since 1998, and is one of the Founding Editors
of the European Journal of the History of Economic Thought. He is General Editor of
the unpublished papers and correspondence of Piero Sraffa, a task carried out on behalf of
Cambridge University Press and Trinity College, Cambridge.
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Prof. Akira Ninomiya
Former Vice-President of Hiroshima University, former
President of Hijiyama University (Japan)
Professor Emeritus of Hiroshima University, Special Professor
of Osaka University of Commerce.
Contact: ninomiya007@hi3.enjoy.ne.jp
Abstract of Keynote:
“New Trends of National Curriculum Changes and Revisions
to Prepare the Young Generation for the Future Changing
Society of Innovation, Globalization and Digitalization”
Education systems in Japan is centralized and the national curriculum (Courses of Studies)
irregulated to prepare the tomorrow generations. Curriculum consists of subjects, moral
education, unit for comprehensive studies, and special activities (extra-curricular). The
national curriculum has been revised every ten years to update them in order to meet the
needs of changing societies.
This presentation introduces how the national curriculums have defined social changes and
needs and have been revised in order to meet the changing needs. Especially our concern focuses
on curriculum changes toward globalization, information and internet, and digital innovation:
the contents of the presentation is as follows: (1) changing societies described in revisions
of national curriculum in the past 60 years and skills to be educated, (2) new curriculum of
2017-competency-based curriculum, (3) globalization and schooling (teaching of English at
primary schools, university education projects to prepare the global competence, and Super
Global High schools (SGH) project to prepare high school students for the globalized society, (4)
innovation oriented schooling (problem solving skills to challenge the problem which may not
have a single solution), and (5) digitalization and education (use of new media in the classroom,
“digital school textbooks”, and smart-phones – good or bad in the schools.)
CV
• Major:
Education Studies- Comparative and International Education
M.Ed. (Hiroshima University, 1972)
• Employments:
Ministry of Education (Division of Research), Hiroshima University (Lecturer, Associate
Professor, Professor, Executive Vice-President), The Open University of Japan (Executive
Vice-President), Hijiyama University (President). Retired in 2017.
• Assignments:
ad hoc Member of the Central Council on Education (University Division), Member of
the Board of Education of Hiroshima Prefecture, etc.
• Books:
Schooling in the world: comparative perspectives (ed.), School rules in other countries (ed.),
Language school textbooks in other countries (ed.), Theories of educating citizenship (MEXT).
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Dr. Lars Vargö
Distinguished Fellow, ISDP
Head of ISDP Stockholm Japan Center
Contact: lars@vargo.se, lvargo@isdp.eu
Mobile: +73 7080995

Abstract of Keynote:
“Japan – Speak Softly and Carry no Stick”
Japan has not been engaged in any military conflict since the
end of the Pacific War. On the contrary, Japan has contributed to peace and stability through
its generous ODA and it has acted as a responsible member of the United Nations. This was
exactly what the allied powers were aiming at when Japan was occupied 1945-1952 and this
was also the aim of the “peace constitution”. Japan could in fact be seen as a model for how
an aggressive power can be transformed into a peaceful and progressive nation. Yet, Japan
is still accused by its neighbors for not having learned the lessons of history. Is the policy
of speaking softly and carrying no stick doomed to be ineffective? Is it necessary for Japan
to become militarily more potent in order for it to safeguard its own position in Northeast
Asia? Is it impossible in today’s world to be a nation with pacifistic ambitions?
CV
Dr. Lars Vargö is Head of the Institute for Security and Development Policy’s Stockholm
Japan Center, as well as former Swedish Ambassador to Japan (2011-14) and South Korea
(2006-11). He holds a Ph.D. in Japanese studies (history) from Stockholm University
(1982). He graduated from Uppsala University 1972 with a major in sinology. In 1972-76
he was a repeat Mombusho scholar at Kyoto University. As a diplomat Vargö has returned
to Japan four times, but has also served in Libya, Lithuania and the United States. 20012005 he served as Ambassador and Head of the International Department of the Swedish
Parliament.
Awards
2014 Grand Cordon of the Order of the Rising Sun (Japan)
2003 Ichikawa city (Japan) cultural award
1997 Swedish Academy Grant
Latest publications (Books)
2012 Den hostande göken. En poetisk resa i harmonins örike. Den japanska lyriken (The coughing
cockoo. A poetic journey in the island country of harmony. Japanese lyrics),
Carlsson, Stockholm.
2016 Det olyckliga århundradet. När Öst och Väst möttes (The unfortunate century. When East
met West), Carlssons, Stockholm.
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Workshop 1: Robots for a More Human World
Organized by Adam Hagman
Tel. +46 70 3055441
Contact: adam.hagman@telia.com
Abstract of Workshop 1
Governments all over the world agree the technology will
play a key role in addressing the challenge of ageing society.
Billions of Euros are, since many years, dedicated for
development of technology that will bring ease for societies when more people will require
care and medical attention. Yet not many technologies are available for the users. Most of
the funded projects end up as publications. It is not until a product or a service is hosted by a
successful company, that solutions can be widely provided to the society.
This workshop will highlight important aspects that should not be forgotten when we
develop and implement technologies for for health and elderly care.
CV
Education
Mälardalen University, MSc. Mechanical Engineering
Wennströmska Technical School
Marketing Principles, Mälardalen University
Project Management, George Washington University
Coaching, Mercuri international
Adam is an experienced entrepreneur and business developer that focus on reaching his
goals in life and help others do the same. He has a MaSc in Mechanical Engineering but his
career has taken him more to the innovation, marketing, sales and executive direction. He is a
creative visionary and always has the ability to think “outside the box”. He has the ability to
engage people around him with enthusiasm and energy. He knows the essence of business and
know how to focus on the important issues, especially if the goal is international operations.
Adam is an experienced speaker both internationally and among decision makers in Sweden.
Business Coach, Mälardalen University
Idélab is a business incubator is one of Sweden’s largest Universities. My task was to help
researchers and innovators to find a viable business case out of their research results. Many
times my job was to help them to overcome fears and find the right mindset and create
attitudes to overcome difficulties and financial problems.
Market Communication specialist, ABB Robotics
ABB Robotics is one of the worlds largest Industrial robot suppliers. My responsibility
was to develop and implement communication strategies in consumer goods and foundry
segments internationally.
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W orkshop 2: Psychological
Digital Transformation

and

Pedagogical Aspects

in

Ongoing

Organized by Prof. Dr. Gisela Trommsdorff and Prof. Dr. Masashi Urabe
Abstract of Workshop 2
What do we know about risks and chances of an ongoing digital revolution aiming for a
digitalized world? The ongoing digital transformation, is partly embraced with optimism,
and partly critically rejected. This is due to wide disagreement regarding anticipated
dangers and benefits of digitalization. While most discussions on the digital revolution
are focusing on economic and technological aspects, short and long term implications
for the individual and for the society are rather neglected. Therefore, a closer look at
the social, psychological and pedagogical implications of the digital disruption and the
various aspects of man-machine interchanges is necessary. The workshop will focus on
(a) psychological aspects, especially on the role of control, trust, risk, and ethics, and (b)
educational aspects such as assessment, evaluation, certification and feedback, curriculum
development, skills and competences. Questions regarding psychological preconditions
and possible short and long-term psychological and pedagogical effects of the digital
transformation, taking into account also cultural values and contextual factors will be
discussed.

Prof. Dr. Gisela Trommsdorff
Department of Psychology, Faculty of Sciences, University
of Konstanz; Research Professor at German Socio-Economic
Panel (GSOEP) at the German Institute for Economic
Research (DIW), Berlin; President of the German-Japanese
Society for Social Sciences (GJSSS) (Germany)
Contact: gisela.trommsdorff@uni-konstanz.de
https://www.psychologie.uni-konstanz.de/en/developmentaland-cross-cultural-psycholog y/team/prof-dr-giselatrommsdorff/
Present functions: Research Professor at German Institute
for Economic Research (DIW) Berlin; Co-Director of
the Research Institute for Human Sciences of the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University,
Frankfurt; President of the German-Japanese Society for Social Sciences.
Scientific/advisory committees: e.g., International Advisory Committee, Research Center
for Psychological Science, Chung-Yuan Christian University, Taiwan; Board of Trustees of
the Werner Reimers Foundation; until recently: Scientific Advisory Board of the German
Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ), Tokyo. Editorial and advisory boards: e.g., Journal of
Cross-Cultural Psychology; Asian Journal of Social Psychology; Child Studies in Diverse
Contexts. Reviewer for various international journals. Publications: 27 books (co-edited),
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W orkshop 2: Psychological
Digital Transformation

and

Pedagogical Aspects

in

Ongoing

168 book chapters, 190 articles in major journals. Main research: cultural aspects of
intergenerational relations and social change; transmission of values; socio-emotional,
moral, prosocial development.
Honors: fellowships at Keio University, Tokyo; Kansai University, Osaka; Institute for
Statistical Mathematics, Tokyo. Member of the Academy of Sciences in Erfurt (Akademie
Gemeinnütziger Wissenschaften zu Erfurt); Federal Cross of Merit, 1st Class, of the Federal
Republic of Germany; Minister of Foreign Affairs commendation (Gaimu daijin
)
awarded by Japanese Government.

Prof. Dr. Masashi Urabe
Associate Professor, Institute for Comparative & International
Education, Faculty of International Studies, Hiroshima City
University (Japan)
Contact: urabe@hiroshima-cu.ac.jp
Dr. Masashi Urabe is an associate professor at the Faculty of
International Studies, Hiroshima City University since 2012.
He is specialized in Comparative and International Education,
researching and lecturing of various education topics, such as
International Education, Education Curriculum, Education
for Sustainable Development etc.
After the publication of Funktion und Geschichte des deutschen Schulzeugnisses (Klinkhardt: Bad
Heilbrunn 2009), he conducted a government-funded research project “Transformation of
Student Evaluation System in Germany in Reconstruction of Secondary Schools from Three
to Two-branched System” from 2013 to 2017. Besides his research and teaching activities,
he is engaged with educational activities outside of university such as giving public lectures
as well as providing information for various audiences. He gave talks of “Schools in Japan
and Other Countries” in elementary school, “Peace Education in Schools in Cambodia”,
and “Anne Frank and Auschwitz” at preparatory study meeting of a Japanese Inspectorate
to Europe, for instance.
Following a MA-degree (2003), he received also his Ph.D. (2007) in Education at
Hiroshima University. Currently he is a member of several national and international
academic associations such as Japanese Educational Research Association (JERA),
European Educational Research Association (EERA), Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Erziehungswissenschaft (DGfE), Japan Comparative Education Society (JCES), and he was
the conference chair conducting the 41st annual meeting of the Pacific Circle Consortium
(PCC) in Hiroshima 2017.
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Workshop 3: Japan in a New Security Environment
Organized by Dr. Lars Vargö and Dr. Niklas Swanström
Abstract of Workshop 3
Since the end of the Second World War, Japan has been an explicitly pacifist country with
a Constitution disavowing war and prohibiting the country from having a military. This,
in combination with a reliance on the United States for its security, has arguably served
Japan well. However, with a rising China and a belligerent North Korea, the region that
Japan finds itself in is rapidly changing. What does this mean for Japan and its defense
posture going forward? Will the country change its constitution in order to face these new
challenges, and is that what it takes to succeed in a region that from time to time seems to
be on the brink of war?

Dr. Lars Vargö is Head of the Institute for Security and
Development Policy’s Stockholm Japan Center, as well as
former Swedish Ambassador to Japan (2011-14) and South
Korea (2006-11). He holds a Ph.D. in Japanese studies
(history) from Stockholm University (1982). He graduated
from Uppsala University 1972 with a major in sinology.
In 1972-76 he was a repeat Mombusho scholar at Kyoto
University. As a diplomat Vargö has returned to Japan four
times, but has also served in Libya, Lithuania and the United
States. 2001-2005 he served as Ambassador and Head of the
International Department of the Swedish Parliament.
Correspondence to: lvargo@isdp.eu

Dr. Niklas Swanström is Director of the Institute for Security
and Development Policy, and one of its co-founders. He
is a Fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute of the Paul H.
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS);
Non-resident Professor at Sichuan University; and a Guest
professor at LeShan Normal University. His main areas of
expertise are conflict prevention, conflict management and
regional cooperation; Chinese foreign policy and security in
Northeast Asia; the Belt and Road Initiative, traditional and
non-traditional security threats and its effect on regional and
national security as well as negotiations. His focus is mainly
on Northeast Asia, Central Asia and Southeast Asia.
Correspondence to: nswanstrom@isdp.eu
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Workshop 4: How to Develop
Global Digital Society?

the

Economic System

for the

Future

Organized by M.A. Stella Zilian
Abstract of Workshop 4
The rise of digital technologies, robots, and computers has once again drawn attention to
questions about the economic impact of technological change. While technological change
is commonly seen as a main driver of economic growth, phases of radical technological
change have always been accompanied by anxieties and fears associated with its potential
negative socioeconomic effects. Throughout history, people were worried that technology
may render human work superfluous, as machines have been increasingly able to substitute
for human labour. Thus far, the predictions of high technological unemployment have never
been fulfilled, however, as the rate of technological change is set to outpace productivity
growth (which usually drives labour demand), the question of the relationship of
technological change and its impact on society needs to be re-addressed.
In this workshop a short input on characteristics of industrial revolutions and their impacts
on the socioeconomic system will be given. Then participants will discuss opportunities
but also challenges and problems associated with the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Topics
discussed will be the potential impacts of the Fourth Industrial Revolution on employment,
the changing nature of work in a digital society and the anticipated challenges for education
systems.

M.A. Stella Zilian works as a researcher at the Graz
Schumpeter Centre (GSC), University of Graz (Austria).
She received her Master’s degree in Economics from the
University in Graz and is currently enrolled in the PhDprogramme at Vienna University of Business and Economics
(WU Wien). In her PhD-thesis she focuses on the empirical
analysis of the relationship between technological change and
inequality. Her main research interests lie in the exploration of
wage inequality, employment polarization, gender inequality
as well as the labour market discrimination of migrants.
Before joining the GSC, she has been working at the Research
Institute Economics of Inequality (INEQ) on the project
“Technological change and inequality”. She has also been involved in the OeNB-project “The
Social and Economic Advantages of Migration and Europe” at WU Wien.
Contact: stella.zilian@uni-graz.at
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Workshop 5: Knowledge and Communication Management
Harmonic Global Digital World

for a

Organized by:
Prof. Dr. Tomoko Kojiri (Kansai University, Japan)
Dr. Nguyen-Thinh Le (Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, Germany)
Prof. Dr. Kazuhisa Seta (Osaka Prefecture University, Japan)
contact to the co-organizer(s):
seta@mi.s.osakafu-u.ac.jp

Abstract of Workshop 5
In the current digital age, artificial intelligence and robotics techniques have attracted
attention. In this workshop, we will illustrate research results for enhancing humans’
intellectual activities using AI techniques such as an embodied software agent who enhances
learning motivations of humans through interacting with them, a platform to analyze
human-human intellectual communications in cyber space, data analysis and visualization
of nonverbal behavior for supporting attractive communication, and a cognitive assistant for
improving human reasoning skills, to discuss Knowledge and Communication Management
to realize next generation Harmonic Global Digital World.

Prof. Dr. Tomoko Kojiri received the B.E., M.E., and Ph.D.
degrees from Nagoya University, Nagoya, Japan, in 1998,
2000, and 2003, respectively. From 2003 to 2007, she was a
research associate at Nagoya University. From 2007 to 2011,
she was an assistant professor in Nagoya University. Since
2011, she has been an associate professor in the Faculty of
Engineering Science, Kansai University, Japan. Her research
focus is on developing information systems which support
intelligent human activities. Her research interests include
intelligent tutoring systems, computer-supported collaborative
learning, human-computer interaction, meta-learning support,
presentation support, etc. She received several research
awards, including Outstanding Paper Award of ICCE/ICCAI 2000, Best Paper Award of
KES 2005, Outstanding Poster Presentation Award of ICCE 2007, and Runner-up Paper
Award of ACIS 2017.
She is a member of IPSJ, JSAI, IEICE, JSET, JSiSE, APSCE, IEEE, and KES International.
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Workshop 5: Knowledge and Communication Management
Harmonic Global Digital World

for a

Dr. Nguyen-Thinh Le graduated his PhD at the University of
Hamburg in 2010. From October 2013, he has been working
as lecturer in Computer Science Education at HumboldtUniversität zu Berlin. In 2013, Nguyen-Thinh Le was invited
as visiting professor at Osaka Prefecture University (Japan)
and in 2016 he was visiting scholar at Kansai University
(Japan).
Presently, Nguyen-Thinh Le’s research focuses on dialogbased educational technologies for critical thinking and
question asking techniques. Currently, he serves different research communities, among
others, e.g., general chair for ICCSAMA 2017, workshop co-chair for AIED 2018, program
committee for ITS, ICCE, CTE, and reviewer for Journal Transactions on Learning
Technologies, Journal Research and Practice in Technology Enhanced Learning (RPTEL).

Prof. Dr. Kazuhisa Seta received a Ph.D. from Osaka
University in 1998. He is currently a professor in the College
of Sustainable System Sciences and the Graduate School of
Science, Osaka Prefecture University. His research interests
include software engineering, intelligent tutoring systems,
human resource management, and ontological engineering.
He received Best Paper Awards from the Japanese Society for
Information and Systems in Education in 2012 and 2015 and
Best Overall Paper Award of the International Conference on
Computers in Education in 2017. He is a member of JSAI,
IEICE, IPSJ, JSiSE, JCSS, APSCE, and IAIED.
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The European Japan Experts Association (EJEA)

Building a Bridge between Europe and Japan through Academia-Government-Industry
Collaboration
The European Japan Experts Association e.V. (EJEA, www.ejea.eu) has been founded as an
alumni organization on November 4, 1995 by Japan experts from 11 European countries
and from the European Commission for the participants of a Japan-fellowship program
funded by Japanese companies.
It was strongly felt that such an association would help to generate and disseminate knowledge
concerning Japan, especially within the European Union. In addition, meanwhile the
association is dealing with further and broader challenges in face of the scientific, economic
and political developments as well as organizational changes during the last 20 years.
Thus, EJEA currently aims:
• to be an “umbrella” for serving existing organizations
• to bundle European “voices” from a broad range of disciplines
• to be an international “platform” for discussions about Japan-Europe related topics
Conceived as an interdisciplinary, international association with a European profile and open
to experts from academia, government and industry EJEA is performing as a sustainable
interdisciplinary network. It develops initiatives on a European level for promoting
cooperation, exchange, synergy and transfer of knowledge between Europe and Japan for
reaching its aims and goals.
In the process of strengthening and expanding EJEA’s network between Japan and Europe,
the Association establishes a more regular, annual conference series. The conference in the
vicinity of Stockholm – embedded into the celebration of 150 years diplomatic relationship
between Sweden and Japan – on April 13th and 14th 2018 on digitalization and society with
the title “Integration and Disintegration in the Japanese Vision of Society 5.0: A Model for
an Open Society in Europe?” is the first one of this annual conferences.
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The Institute for Security and Development Policy (ISDP)

Independent thinking, strategic solutions
The Institute for Security and Development Policy is a Stockholm-based non-profit and
nonpartisan research and policy organization. ISDP is dedicated to expanding understanding
of international affairs, focusing on the inter-relationship between security, conflict, and
development. The Institute strongly believes in ethnic diversity, gender equality, and religious
and political freedom and firmly stands for it in all aspects of its work.
ISDP’s work aims at providing strategic analysis and practical solutions to assist
decisionmakers in both public and private sectors to achieve their goals. ISDP holds
firm to the conviction that an understanding of international affairs requires a deep and
comprehensive knowledge of the culture and history of regions and countries under study,
and continuous interaction with a broad cross-section of these societies. “ISDP holds
firm to the conviction that an understanding of international affairs requires a deep and
comprehensive knowledge of the culture and history of regions and countries under study,
and continuous interaction with a broad cross-section of these societies.” ISDP seeks to
achieve its aims through the publication of its research and analysis in formats accessible to
a broad audience, as well as through practical steps to promote dialogue.
ISDP presently has two major geographic areas of focus.
The Asia Program
The Asia Program focuses on the rimland of the Eurasian continent, including East, Southeast
and South Asia. The aim of the Program is to function as a focal point for academic, policy,
and public discussion of the region through its applied research, its publications, research
cooperation, public lectures and seminars. The Asia Program publishes the Asia Paper series,
as well as two shorter series. ISDP also runs an active guest researcher exchange program,
which admits 10-15 researchers from amongst others China, Japan, Myanmar, North Korea,
South Korea, Pakistan, and the United States every year.
The Silk Road Studies Program
The Silk Road Studies Program focuses mainly on the central and western parts of Eurasia,
including Central Asia, the Caucasus, the northern tier of the Middle East, as well as Eastern
Europe. Through this program, the institute operates a Joint Transatlantic Research and
Policy Center with the American Foreign Policy Council in Washington D.C. It is the first
Center of its kind in Europe and North America, and publishes the Silk Road Papers Series,
as well as the biweekly Central Asia-Caucasus Analyst and Turkey Analyst.
25

Integration and Disintegration in the Japanese Vision of Society 5.0: A Model for an Open Society in Europe?

Many Thanks to our Sponsors
Sweden – Japan 150 years
In the momentous year of 1868, Sweden and Japan first established
diplomatic relations by concluding a Treaty of Friendship,
Commerce and Navigation. This makes Sweden one of the first
countries to have established relations with Japan in the Meiji era.
Since then, our relations have continued to develop into a close
partnership spanning many different areas.
Our Anniversary is celebrated in the spirit of tradition and
innovation. In our exchanges there is room for both the traditional
tea ceremony and the contemporary “fika”. Likewise, our
industrial collaboration began more than 100 years ago and is today focused on the
challenges of the digital era. Our scientific research co-operation is deep, encouraged by
over 20 Japanese Nobel prizes, starting with Prof Hideki Yukawa (physics) in 1949. Joint
research and innovation is geared towards meeting the needs of the ageing society. We
pursue a lively dialogue on gender equality and diversity. In the world around us, we work
together for peace and development, both countries served as members of the UN Security
Council in 2017. We are committed partners in combatting climate change and promoting
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. In both our cultures we share a
love of nature and cherish craftsmanship inspired by simple forms and natural materials.
Successful collaborations in music, design and gaming industry are proof of a creative
affinity between our countries. Together, and based on 150 years of friendship, we help
prepare the future.
The strength of our relations is manifested by the breath and wealth of planned activities
during 2018, as shown in the event section on the website https://swedenjapan150.jp .
We hope that the Anniversary year can bring people together and result in new friendships,
ideas, projects and travels. We are looking forward to celebrating together with you!

The Japan World Exposition 1970 Commemorative Fund
Grant program (JEC Fund Grant program) was established in
commemoration of the success of the Japan World Exposition of
1970 (Expo ’70), the theme of which was “Progress and Harmony
for Mankind”, to convey the legacy and ideals of Expo ’70 to future
generations. A part of the revenues from Expo ’70 was managed as
the Fund. The JEC Fund Grant program has offered grants (JEC
Fund Grants) to approximately 4,500 projects with a part of the
investment income of the Fund since 1971. These projects, which
were designed to contribute to international understanding or stage cultural events, were
considered appropriate for commemorating the success of Expo ’70, and the amount of JEC
Fund Grants offered during this period totaled approximately 19.1 billion yen.
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The Japan World Exposition 1970 (EXPO ’70) is the first international exposition held in
Asia. The theme of EXPO ’70 was filled with a wish for harmonious progress of mankind
toward the future society by reflecting the past history where the natural environment
was lost in parallel with the development of science and technologies, resulting in friction
between different societies.
The JEC Fund supports domestic and international public-interest activities by offering grants,
carrying on a wish for harmonious progress toward the future society in conjunction with the
theme of EXPO ’70 “Progress and Harmony for Mankind.” http://www.osaka21.or.jp/jecfund/

The University of Graz (www.uni-graz.at), which was founded in
1585, is Austria’s second oldest university and one of the largest
in the country. Many excellent scientists, amongst them six Nobel
laureates, have taught and researched here.
With 32,500 students and 4,300 employees, 6 faculties and 76
institutes the University of Graz contributes significantly to the
vibrating life of the Styrian capital.
Co-operations, partner institutions, exchange programs with approx. 500 universities
involving over 3,000 students from all over the world are proof of the University of Graz’s
global network. Lively exchange with other cultures and international collaboration enrich
scientific life and ensure the quality of teaching and research.
The University of Graz co-operates with some 500 universities worldwide, of which about
300 are partner institutions in Europe. We engage in numerous international networks
including the Utrecht Network, Coimbra Group and EUA in Europe and are a member of
the Eurasia-Pacific Network and ASEA Uninet for co-operation in the (South-East) Asian
region. Moreover, for students exchanges outside of Europe we are active members in the
ISEP, MAUI, AEN and REARI-RJ networks. Furthermore, university partnerships on three
continents, five with Japanese Universities, provide an ideal basis for global scientific dialogue.
As a comprehensive university, the University of Graz regards itself as an international
institution for education and research committed to research and teaching for the benefit of
society.
It is our policy to maintain freedom in research and teaching, which permanently commits
us to social, political and technological developments. Increasing flexibilization and
globalization are the essential frame conditions.
Besides our ambition to create profile and visibility in a European and global context, it
is above all one of our most outstanding characteristics that our university has acquired a
special position in the south-eastern European region.
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Press Release	April 3, 2018

European Japan Experts Association
Digitalization and Society: A Japanese Vision as Model for Europe?
International Conference on April 13/14, 2018 in Sweden
Digitalization is not only about IT and robots! You have to put the human being into the center! We invite
you to get first hand insights into the role of human beings and social aspects in the future digital world!
The European Japan Experts Association (EJEA) and the Institute for Security and Development Policy (ISDP)
jointly organize the unique international conference “Integration and Disintegration in the Japanese Vision
of Society 5.0: A Model for an Open Society in Europe?” on April 13th and 14th, 2018. The conference
commemorates the 150th anniversary of the establishment of the diplomatic relations between Japan and
Sweden (http://swedenjapan2018.se/eventcalendar/). It is sponsored e.g. by the Japan World Exposition 1970
Commemorative Fund of the Kansai Osaka 21st Century Association.
What is “Society 5.0” and why was this initiative launched in Japan? These questions will be answered by
Dr. Yuko Harayama from Japan’s Council for Science, Technology and Innovation. Dr. Anne Haglund-Morrissey,
Senior Policy Officer at the Directorate General Research and Innovation at the European Commission will inform
about recent trends in EU-Japan Cooperation in Research and Innovation. The former Swedish Ambassador to
Japan, Dr. Lars Vargö, will give rare insights into Japan’s “Smart Power”. Additional keynote speeches and five
workshops offer further expert information and opportunities for detailed discussions about human centered
digital transformation as well as security, economic, and psychological aspects for a future global digital world
in the spirit of harmony. The aim of the workshops is to generate new research areas. Also young researchers are
encouraged to participate – use the conference to expand your network, to exchange ideas in an open atmosphere
and act as mediator and multiplier for future research and education!
“Integration and Disintegration in the Japanese Vision of Society 5.0: A Model for an Open Society in
Europe?” on April 13th (13:00-16:30) and 14th (9:00-13:30), 2018.
The number of participants is limited, but a certain number of seats is still available. For further information
about the conference and registration please visit https://www.ejea.eu.
Journalists are kindly invited to cover the conference.
Venue: Hotel Yasuragi (https://yasuragi.se/)
Hamndalsvägen 6, Saltsjö-boo
Contact: Prof. Dr. Anders Törnvall, EJEA Executive Member
Linköping University, Sweden; Nordic Institute of Asian Studies, Denmark
anders.g.tornvall@telia.com, Tel.: +46 13 295121
The European Japan Experts Association (EJEA, www.ejea.eu) is an interdisciplinary association with a
European profile and open to experts from academia, government and industry. EJEA provides a sustainable
interdisciplinary network and develops initiatives on a European level for promoting cooperation, exchange,
synergy and transfer of knowledge between Europe and Japan. EJEA aims:
• to be an “umbrella” for serving existing organizations
• to bundle European “voices” from a broad range of disciplines
• to be a “platform” for discussions about Japan-Europe related topics
The Institute for Security and Development Policy (ISDP, www.isdp.eu) is a Stockholm-based non-profit and
non-partisan research and policy organization, supported by the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. ISDP
is dedicated to expanding understanding of international affairs, focusing on the inter-relationship between
security, conflict, and development.
The Stockholm Japan Center of ISDP aims at becoming a leading forum for research and discussions on the
political, social and cultural aspects of Japan and its global role.
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Notes

Special Thanks to our Supporters:

Event in Commemoration of the 150th Anniversary of
the Establishment of the Diplomatic Relations between
Japan and Sweden
https://www.swedenjapan150.jp/en

Japan World Exposition 1970 Commemorative Fund of
the Kansai Osaka 21st Century Association
http://www.osaka21.or.jp/english/index.html

University of Graz
https://www.uni-graz.at/en/

